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at heart sick of the war and ready for peace
at almost any price; they said that their
friends who broke the oath of neutrality had
done so under pressure, sometimes under vio-
lence, from the few extremists like De Wet
and Steyn. Such assurances were, of course,
very welcome at Headquarters as they proved
that the occupation of Bloemfontein had exer-
cised a real moral effect Therefore it might
be assumed that an advance to the big towns
of Johannesburg and Pretoria would have a
further and final effect
Kitchener seems to have taken little part in
the strategy and tactics of the main body; he
was still intent on organization, which never
ceased to distress him. The invaluable Gir-
ouard had come out to attend to the railways,
and he was one of the very few to whom
Kitchener could delegate work without giving
it personal supervision. Repairs were already
required in many places; more would cer-
tainly be required on the long stretch between
Bloemfontein and Pretoria; but they would
be done well and quickly by Girouard. On
this point Kitchener felt secure. In every
other direction, however, the necessity for or-
ganization demanded his own personal atten-
tion. The breakdown of the Cavalry had
provided lessons which were painful but in-
structive. To cover the wide spaces men must
be mounted; this meant that the horses must
be fed, and as the animals from England, the
Argentine, and elsewhere, could not subsist on
the meagre grazing of the veldt, forage must
be carried on waggons; this would impair